Retro-look Volvo B9R marks Stagecoach’s 40th anniversary
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Dart SLFs Oxford Tube London loan
return to order back on buses: depot
Bedford 34 coaches due allocations
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- . Having started to recover from ‘Lockdown’, many bus and

—s coach companies are again having to operate with localised
1813020 Government advice focused around ‘essential travel only’

/

and the more widespread ‘work from home’ message.

Unless the bus industry gets ongoing Government support
and the coach industry’s challenges are recognised also,
then the future looks bleak.

Bus operators have until the start of next year to restore
services to pre-COVID levels - but what happens after
that?

At least there has been support for bus operators, the

i =
wg coaching businesses have been cast adrift.

The return of Stagecoach So what will 2021 bring? | suspect we will see further
‘stripes’ at the company reaches independent bus and coach operators call it a day.And
40. © Stagecoach East Scotland/ ~ What for the main bus operators?

Twitter Unless there is an end to the COVID Pandemic which
© Steven Knight Media 2020 allows a return to something akin to pre-COVID normal,
then | suspect widescale timetable changes and service

Steven Knight Media reductions will take place before the year is out.

PO Box 1299
Peterborough | do hope, however, that | will be proved wrong.
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Stagecoach confirms Oxford Tube coach order back on

The Oxford & Chiltern Bus Page reports that Stagecoach has confirmed the deferred
£13million investment for new coaches for the Oxford Tube is back on.

Stagecoach says this major investment is for 34 new coaches and is the company’s largest ever
coach order.The first vehicles,Volvo Bl IRLEs with Plaxton Panorama bodywork, are due before
the end of the year. The new coaches will offer passengers at seat charging and reading lights,
free Wi-Fi, foot-rests for added comfort and three point seat belts.

With sustainability being key to Stagecoach’s operations and values, five of the 34 coaches are
being fitted with solar panel systems by the multi-award-winning UK company, TRAILAR.The
3mm solar panels will be fitted to provide clean solar energy to power all on-board electrical
equipment, reducing the vehicles requirement to create electrical energy via the burning of
diesel. The technology, which is the first for Stagecoach will aim to save over 1,500 litres of fuel
and over 4 tonnes of CO2 per bus.

- -

The coaches will be numbered 50421-54 and the
first five will gain the cherished T40/44/50/55/60UBE
registration marks. It is expected that the former
Megabus coaches currently in use on Oxford Tube
duties will be withdrawn with some of the remainder
of the fleet being cascaded for further use within
Stagecoach.

Image: © Stagecoach - Oxford Tube/Twitter
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Stagecoach marks 40th Anniversary with retro-repaint
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Stagecoach Group turned 40 on October 9th 2020 and to commemorate
the event Stagecoach East Scotland painted Volvo Bl IR 53722 (Above) in
the ‘stripes’ livery with original-style version of the fleetname.

© Stagecoach East Scotland

At Stagecoach South’s Portsmouth depot three vehicles were specially lined
up to mark the event and also show the original, 2000-eara ‘beach ball’ and
the current Stagecoach ‘Local’ liveries. © Stagecoach South/Twitter
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Stagecoach London

The PSV Circle has confirmed that Optare

Solo SR 48036 from Stagecoach East was

not operated here having failed on transfer
and was replaced by 48023, which accounts
for 48023 transferring here some days after
the other examples.

The vehicles on loan here from Stagecoach
East, Stagecoach West and Stagecoach
South Wales were initially allocated as
follows:

Kangley Bridge Road: 36376, 48033/34
Bromley: 36378/79,47632/38/42, 47847/48
Barking: 36913/41,47641,48024/25
Romford: 36042

West Ham: 36043/44, 48031/32

Plumstead: 36060/61/62/63/64/65, 48023/35

Stagecoach Cumbria &
North Lancashire

Trident 18327 has transferred from West
Cumbria to Barrow as a replacement for
18144 which is now for disposal here.
Also withdrawn and for disposal is Volvo
Olympian 16793.

Being prepared for repaint into Stagecoach
‘Local’ livery is Enviro 200 37092.

Stagecoach Megabus/Joint
Venture Operations

Former Stagecoach Gold Van Hool coaches
50301/04/06, which had been operated
from the Stagecoach West North Bristol
base were at Stagecoach East Midlands’
Hull depot earlier this week.

50303/08 are also understood to be due to
move to Humberside from North Bristol.
joining the three already there.

We don’t currently have any information on
what use these vehicles will be put to.
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Stagecoach East

Enviro 200s 37210 and 37211 were
transferred from Peterborough to Bedford
at the beginning of October 2020, although
36937 remains delicensed at Bedford.

Following the transfer of Dart SLFs from
this fleet to Stagecoach Midlands and
Stagecoach Oxfordshire, just six examples
remained here at the beginning of October
- 34535 and 34827/28/30/34 - all remain
delicensed, whilst at the start of October
34537 was returned to service as part of
the Reserve Fleet at Bedford.

We understand that Volvo BSR/MCV
21364 was returned to Fenstanton on 6th
October 2020 following its extended loan
to Bedford.Volvo B8RLE 21301 is now in all
over ocean green livery.

Former Bedford-allocated Trident 18419,
which was sold to Ensignbus earlier this
year, is now with Brylaine Travel.

Stagecoach South Wales

Now in the new Stagecoach ‘Local’ livery is
Porth-based Enviro 200 37016.

Optare Solo 47906 is now in the main
fleet at Blackwood displacing similar 47891
which has transferred to Aberdare, whilst
47639 from the Reserve Fleet is now
allocated to Merthyr.

Following repairs, Optare Solo SR 47974
has returned to service at Cwmbran.

Stagecoach Merseyside &
South Lancashire

Additional work here, covering Arriva
schools contracts has seen two surplus,
but unidentified, MAN/Enviro 300s,
earmarked for transfer from Stagecoach
North Scotland [Highlands]. Now here,
and delivered to Gilmoss, is Trident 18328
from Stagecoach Cumbria & North
Lancashire.
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Stagecoach North Scotland
[Bluebird]

The first of the three Volvo BI2B training
coach conversions here is 53110. 1t is
finished in all over blue.

Stagecoach Midlands

A further former Stagecoach East Dart
SLF to enter service at Rugby is 34549.
There are now seven Dart SLFs in the
operational fleet at Rugby, which are
generally seeing use on route 4 (Bilton-
Brownsover) although use on other routes
regularly takes place.

Stagecoach West

The latest Stagecoach ‘Local’ livery repaint
here is Cheltenham’s Enviro 200 36392.

Stagecoach East Scotland

Perth-based Volvo BIR 53722 has been
given a retro-stripes livery to mark the
40th anniversary of Stagecoach. It entered

service in its retro-livery on October 90th
2020.

Stagecoach South

We understand that Enviro 200MMC
37409 has transferred from Winchester to
Andover.

Stagecoach South East

The first Scania OmniDekka in any
Stagecoach UK fleet to receive the new
Stagecoach ‘Local’ livery is Herne Bay-
allocated 15049.

Stagecoach East Midlands

Lincoln-based Enviro 200MMC 37459 has
been on loan to Scunthorpe.A further
repaint into Stagecoach ‘Local’ livery here
is Enviro 200 37003.

Fleet Digest

East Yorkshire

The second coach here to receive the new
East Yorkshire Coaches livery is Caetano
Levante-bodied Volvo B9R 84.

The fleet replacement plan here has

seen large numbers of Plaxton President-
bodied Volvo B7TLs withdrawn. Now

just 17 examples currently remain in the
operational fleet and these are allocated to:

Bridlington (2): 677/78

Hull (9): 681/82/83/84/85/86/87/88/89
Scarborough (5): 671/72/73/74/79
Pocklington (1): 680

There are a further three examples,
9916/17/18 in the training fleet, although
9917 is delicenced.

Volvo B7TL/Plaxton President 672 is one of
five examples of the type allocated to East
Yorkshire’s Scarborough depot.

© Steven Knight Media

Stagecoach Yorkshire

The former Lothian Country Volvo
B7TL/Wright Eclipse Gemini vehicles
which had been on loan here moved
back north during the first week of
October. 20795/96/97/98 were noted
at Stagecoach Cumbria & North
Lancashire’s Carlisle depot en-route
north on October 8th 2020 and we
understand 20794 may also have been
moved north. All had been on loan.
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Pictured operating route 14 in Hull is Stagecoach East Midlands MAN/Enviro 300 22773, one of
seven vehicles of the type transferred to Hull in eachange for ADL Enviro 300s. © lan Knott

Stagecoach Trading Statement shows steady recovery

Stagecoach announced on October 9th 2020 that its’ UK Bus (regional operations) business
continues to be affected by the substantial fall in passenger demand for public transport in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Passenger demand had been steadily recovering since
April as COVID-related restrictions were relaxed, with commercial revenues returning to
around 50-60% of the prior year levels.We are now operating vehicle mileage in excess of 93%
of prior year levels.

The statement adds: ‘The recent government announcements to impose further restrictions
may discourage public transport use in the short-term.We are grateful for the measures put in
place by the respective governments in England, Scotland and Wales, and by our local authority
partners, to protect the continuity of local bus services throughout this period. In August, the
Department for Transport confirmed that payments for the provision of these essential services
by regional bus operators in England would continue until no longer required. These COVID-19
Bus Services Support Grant Restart payments are continuing, with an eight week notice period.
While this and similar arrangements are in place, we expect to continue to generate positive
EBITDA and avoid significant operating losses.

On London bus operations the company says that it is “pleased with the continued strong
operational and financial performance of our London business.We continue to work
collaboratively with Transport for London in response to the COVID-19 situation, and contract
payments are now at normal levels with full service restored, while an agreement on Quality
Incentive Contract income is under discussion. Our expectation is that profitability in 2020/2 |
will be broadly consistent with the prior year financial performance”.
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